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against her round about? Go, assemble all the wild beasts; bring them 
to devour”] (Jer. 12:9). He who says, “The inheritance” refers to Shilo 
[cites the following]: “My heritage has become to me like a lion in the 
forest, [she has lifted up her voice against me; therefore I hate her”] 
(Jer. 12:8). “The rest” is Jerusalem [is in line with the following 
verse]: “This is my resting place for ever; here I will dwell, for I have 
desired it” (Ps. 132:14). 


XIII. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 2:1 


WHO READS THE SCROLL BACKWARDS HAS NOT FULFILLED HIS OBLIGATION. 
[IF] HE READ IT BY HEART, M HE READ IT TRANSLATED INTO ANY LANGUAGE, 
HE HAS NOT FULFILLED HIS OBLIGATION. BUT THEY DO READ IT TO THOSE WHO 
SPEAK A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE. STILL, ONE WHO 
SPEAKS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE WHO HEARD IT IN ASSYRIAN [HEBREW], HAS 
FULFILLED HIS OBLIGATION. 


1:1: [The rule of M. 2:1A about not reading the scroll backwards] is in 
line with that which is written: “[And an edict was written to every 
province in its own script and to every people in its own language, and 
also to the Jews] in their script [and their language]” (Est. 8:9). If one 
read it by heart, he has not fulfilled his obligation [M. 2:1B, D], in line 
with that which is written, “in their script” [i.e., in writing] (Est. 8:9). 
If one read it in Aramaic translation, he has not fulfilled his obligation 
[M. 2:10C, D], in line with that which is written, “in their 

language...” (Est. 8:9). If he read it in any other language, he has not 
fulfilled his obligation [M. 2:1C, D], in line with that which is written, 
“in their script and in their language” (Est. 8:9). 


1:2: Jonah said, Nahman bar Ada taught, R. Yosé said, Nahman the 
Elder taught, “‘[And these words which I command you this day] shall 
be [upon your heart]’ (Deut. 6:6) — they shall be in accord with their 
‘being’ [namely, in Hebrew].” And it has been taught: The same rule 
applies to Hallel, to the recitation of the Shema, and to the reading of 
the Scroll of Esther. That poses no problems as to the reading of the 
Megillah, for it is written, “according to what was written” (Est. 9:27). 
But as to the Hallel [what is the reason]? Since it is written, “From the 
rising of the sun to its setting the name of the Lord is to be 

praised!” (Ps. 113:3). What do you derive from that verse of Scripture? 
[The Hallel must be read in proper order. ] 


